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their attention to flagrant abuses of commercial usage and of
personal liberty, successive Governments, by specious propaganda,
have sought to impose greater restrictions on liberty, while the
financial highwayman, the destroyer of industry, is free to do as
he pleases. There exists no relation whatever between the capital
valuation of an industry and its productive capacity or the number
of people engaged therein. The surplus wealth, capital, derivable
alone from work, is diverted into companies, possessing nothing
of any social value to manufacture and which often have nothing
whatever to sell, which engage no labour, and which operate
only to provide an opportunity for share-pushers to spoof the
public.

It is absurd to suppose that it is beyond the wit of man to
devise a system whereby the productive and consumptive capacity
of the population shall be related. There are millions of people
living below, or at starvation level: there are other millions
wholly unemployed, on part time, or eking out an existence
selling goods on commission or what-not. Nothing stands
between productive and consumptive capacity except price
fixation, itself based upon credit. Money, prices, credits, are
arbitrary questions, controlled alone by man. It is absurd that
o\W farmers cannot sell the produce of our land, when people
are starving ; it is ridiculous that thousands in Lancashire should
be out of work, should be unemployed, with all the misery and
anxiety involved in idleness, when there are thousands without
shirts to their backs, and that miners should not get coal, with
factories starved of this essential raw material. Money, perhaps,
is the most useful device of civilization, invented as a token, the
medium of exchange of labour and services. It is not a com-
modity to be bought and sold.

In the realm of public health, during the last half-century
there have been sufficient abuses to fill volumes. Vested interest
has deprived the public, for generations, of the discoveries aiid
new determinations of science. Public authorities, charged with
the common weal, even to-day are so infected with the preachings
of Mrs. Grundy, so fearful of the taboos, that they impose
ridiculous, unhealthy, even indecent restrictions upon man and
his commune with Nature, between him and the light, from
which all life springs, the greatest healer in the world of medicine.

Germany, efficient, progressive, emerging from the humiliation
of the War, has refound its soul in the beauty of Nature. More
than two million young people, members of the Jugendherberge,